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‘IN REVIEW’ BY C.A.W.M.C. VICE PRESIDENT DAVE GILLESPIE: 
Dear Editor, 
C.A.W.M.C. Breakfast Meeting 2003 


As one of the junior members attending the Breakfast Meeting in Windsor, | must say that for me it is 
exhilarating and impressive, to say the least, when one enters the meeting room to a re-union of old friends, 
the passing out of woods and hopefully the meeting of new faces!! 


The meeting was the best that | have attended as far as numbers, discussion and opinions since Quebec 
City in 2001 and possibly Hamilton in 1994 although | haven't been able to attend all previous C.N.A.’s. 
President Earl conducted a great meeting with an iron fist from the head table and | hope this continues under 
the Presidency of Norm Belsten so that we can avoid long speeches when only comments or opinions are 
requested. | felt a lack of East/West unity regarding some matters (especially the breakfast) and hope these 

® i-<u-; have been resolved. 


Regarding the breakfast and its cost of $19.00, | personally know of at least one member that chose not to 
attend and wonder how many others did not participate based on price. The hotel hosted a buffet breakfast, 
with excellent variety and choices, across the hall (not 200 feet away) for $14.95, which seemed a little unfair. 


In my opinion, it should be the responsibility of the Host Club to accommodate the participating 
organizations, i.e. C.A.W.M.C. and others, and in our case, with a meeting room and an affordable breakfast 
as it is otherwise difficult for the ‘wooden money collectors’ to sell the Sunday morning meeting to its members 
and outsiders. 


| strongly believe that with the assistance of each Hosting Coin Club, the Breakfast Meeting can continue to 
Stay strong and will be well attended for many years to come. 
Dave Gillespie 


WOODEN TOKENS ISSUED BY JOHN REGITKO: 


Thanks to C.A.W.M.C. member John Regitko, my newsletter preparation for this month, has been greatly 
reduced. John has sent to me several photo-ready articles for inclusion in our ‘Timber Talk’ newsletter. One of 
these articles is featured on pages 4,5 and 6 and refers to wooden tokens issued by John, in past years and 
which John both initiated production of and paid to have made. 


e John relates some very interesting history on various wood issues for which he is responsible. Other 


articles, provided by John will appear in future newsletters. A very big ‘Thank You’ to John for all of these 
articles. 
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SELECTIVE HEARING? by editor R. Kingdon 

I first say ‘thank you’ to Dave Gillespie for his letter in review of our annual meeting. Dave was only one of 
two who responded to last month’s newsletter. 

In regards to that newsletter, your editor must have selective hearing or very poor hearing; one or the other. & 
In my brief description of our annual meeting, I apparently incorrectly stated the first motion. The motion as I 
wrote it was: ‘That for at least the Toronto year 2004 and the Calgary year 2005 C.N.A. conventions, our 
CAWMC annual general meeting remain a breakfast meeting with a review of such in Calgary in year 2005.’. 
This motion was apparently amended to read; ‘That we continue with our breakfast meetings until we come up 
with a more suitable alternative.’. 

Somehow I completely missed this amendment and any discussion that might have taken place on it. | 
therefore apologize for my misleading and inaccurate synopsis last month. 

I voted for the motion when the motion was put, so obviously I didn’t know what I was voting for. I'll try to 
stay awake next time and be more fully informed before I vote. 

Our CAWMC annual, general meetings are for the most part very informal and I, for one, hope they stay that 
way. There are times, however, when we maybe should be a little more careful (as | obviously wasn’t) when we 
do vote on issues. Was someone keeping official written minutes and was the motion carefully read to all before 
voting? It is probably just me that missed all this. In the future, I will not attempt to write up any of the 
meetings happenings. Hopefully someone else will step forward and do that for the editor so that people who 
are unable to attend can read something about what took place and also so that there is something written as an 
historical record of the event. (continued on the bottom of page 3) 


DAD ADAADDADAAADAAAAALAAAAAA AAA AAAS AADAAAAAAAAAAAAAADAAAAAAAAAAAL 


CAWMC OFFICERS FREE WOOD OF THE MONTH & 
President: NORM BELSTEN 
Vice-President: DAVE GILLESPIE & JAN iV 
Secretary-Treasurer and Membership Chairman: Oo TO Pe EN, 
AL MUNRO ge % July 8th “? 
Past-President and Chairman of the Board of Governors: 1978 - 2003 


EARL SALTERIO 
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A 
Elected Members of the Board of Governors: APS NNIVERSAA % Thunder Bay w 
BOB BROWN, RUSSELL BROWN, ® Ont. 
WAYNE GILLCASH, LOU VESH £0" 4 
JAMES WILLISTON. Sy im En Ww 
APPOINTED OFFICERS 
Editor: ROSS KINGDON j j 
e wood this month is shown here 
Fund Raiser: LOU VESH Our fre 


Auction Coordinator: AL MUNRO and has been provided by “Our friend in the 
woods”, Lou Vesh. Lou made these woods 
DUES: Membership dues in the Canadian Association of and he tells his complete story on the next 


Wooden Money Collectors are: page in his ‘My Wooden Nickel’s Worth’. 
Canadian Residents: $10.00 Canadian Funds Many thanks Lou, for this donation to our 
United States Residents: $10.00 U.S. Funds membership. 


International Members Rate (outside of Canada and 
U.S.): $20.00 Canadian Funds 
Youth (16 years of age and under): $5.00 


Dues paid to Mr. Al Munro, Box 2643 Stn. ‘M’, Calgary, 
AB, Canada T2P 3C1 
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®B MY WOODEN NICKEL’S WORTH 0...0..00.0000000000- by LouVesh 


Some family background on this month’s wooden nickel may make it more 


meaningful, not to mention some production problems encountered. It’s always nice to 
have some historic data on a wood. 

Janice Smith, (nee Vaillant), is my wife’s eldest daughter. She was born in Port 
Arthur and Rod in Fort William. Those two cities amalgamated in 1970 to become 
Thunder Bay, Ontario. Rod and Janice “amalgamated” in 1978. They lived in Thunder 
Bay for several years, then moved to Orangeville, Ontario, where Rod set up a mechanical 
services business. After a few years in Orangeville, the development of the oil sands drew 
them to Edmonton, Alberta, where they lived in and around Sherwood Park. They have 
now settled in Leduc, Alberta, which is just south of Edmonton. Their plans initially were 
to celebrate their anniversary in Thunder Bay, but time, distance, and workload made that 
plan impractical. Still, at their request, the name “Thunder Bay” was used on the wood, as 
that is where they were married. 

Production quantity for this wood totalled 222, the Smiths receiving 100, Timber 
Talk distributing 100, and the remaining at my discretion. 

Ss Insofar as the production of this wood, there were some major problems. My first 
attempt started with 250 blanks using a metallic red foil for the hearts. Because of inferior 
blanks (concave) the foil didn’t take well and many were scrapped. Then the overstamp 
of the silver banner didn’t adhere well over the metallic red. More were scrapped. By the 
time the “25th Anniversary” was printed there weren’t enough good ones to carry on. 

This meant a whole new start. This time with a newly purchased batch of blanks, and a 
more suitable red foil for the hearts. End result 222 pieces made it through the quality 


control department. (file: Nworth64) 
Se See RRR EEE i Re ee OR oe OR Ree a a ee ee 


(continued from page 2) 


; Since taking on this task of editor, however, it has been my experience that if I didn’t do it, it 
Just doesn’t get done. Maybe it is just expected that the editor should do it. 

As I reflect on all of the above and my incorrect reporting, | somehow feel that whatever 
happened is really not all that important. The overwhelming, majority feeling from those 
attending this year’s meeting was that people really look forward to the yearly breakfast 

@rc(re and the camaraderie that exists as a result, regardless of any other issue. When all is 
said and done, that is what is really most important. 1 look forward to next year’s meeting. 
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WOODEN TOKENS ISSUED BY JOHN REGITKO 
BUT USUALLY NOT CREDITED TO HIM & 


by John Regitko, CAWMC member 


Over the years, I believe I have issued and paid for the production of more different woods than anybody else in 
Canada. Not including “commercial” issues, I probably have issued more woods by quantity than anyone else_in 
Canada. The only way that I am beaten is if we were to include all the wooden tokens issued by the late Louis 
“Scoop” Lewry that were paid for by other sources, such as the various Moose Jaw issues and the Coin Week/World 
Coin Month issues. I do not believe that the late Ricky Morse, who manufactured his own, created more dies since 
he used the same die to strike various “errors” such as different degrees of off-centers or off-centers in different 
positions of the clock. 


To confirm that I have issued the most woods, one need only look at the wooden nickel catalogue in all the nght 
places, including the Toronto International Coin Fair, 1991 CNA Convention Woods, 1986 ONA Convention 
Woods, personal ONA and CNA-related issues and “farewell” issues distributed at the 1991 CNA Convention, just 
to name a few. Note that in all of these examples, I underwrote the costs of the dies and manufacture of the woods.. 


There are a number of issues that are not generally credit to me that I was responsible for issuing. I thought I would 
select for this article those issues that are generally not credit to me in the catalogues but that have actually been 
purchased by me. Because neither my nor my wife’s name appears on them, it is understandable that collectors may 
not know who was behind them and would actually credit the people whose name does appear on them. 


In 1993, 275 woods were struck on 45 mm 
blanks by Universal Signs, via the silk-screen 
method with blue printing on both sides, for 
presentation to Dora de Pedery-Hunt on the 
occasion of her 80th birthday celebration held 
at the prestigious Toronto Lawn & Tennis 
Club. Over 100 of her relatives and friends 
attended, including the then-mayor of Toronto 
(June Rowland), the President of the Toronto 
Arts Council, the President of the Toronto 
Historical Board, the President of the Ontario 
Arts Council and a number of others associated with politics or the arts scene. 


| was invited by her niece, who arranged the surprise gathering, to represent the hobby of numismatics. It was 
therefore fitting that my wife, Monina, and I should present her with a numismatic item. Everyone that was 
present was given one and a small quantity were presented to Mrs. Hunt for her friends that were unable to join 
her for the occasion. 


Another wood not credit to having been 
issued by me is the one presented to ONA 
member Paul Johnson on the occasion of his 
40th anniversary in 1992. 


A quantity of 100 were manufactured by 
Universal Signs on 38 mm blanks, printed in 
blue on both sides 


Because of Paul’s long involvement with 


numismatics, my wife and I again felt it 
appropriate to present a numismatic gift of 


a wooden commemorative token...since we 
felt that he and his wife already had all the electric toasters and portable radios they ever needed. Anyway, we 
did not know his shirt size 
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When Ryan McCullough began attending Brebeuf 
High School in Willowdale, Ontario (Willowdale 
was renamed North York and has since become 
part of Metro Toronto), we issued a commemora- 
tive wood was issued for the occasion. 


I obtained the artwork of the logo from the 
school. The wood was made by Deluney’s 
Wooden Nickel Co. in a quantity of 100. It was 
handed out at a TICF Banquet in the Fall of 1986. 
A number of Ryan’s classmates at Brebeuf also 
received one. He was not aware in advance that we were issuing a commemorative wood for the occasion. 


And what is Ryan McCullough’s relationship to me? My wife’s first husband, who was involved in a fatal 
accident when Ryan was only 6 months old, was Brian McCullough. When I married Monina McCullough, she 
legally changed her name to Monina McCullough-Regitko (within numismatics, she is simply known as 
Monina Regitko, hence the abbreviated name on the following wood). Since Ryan was already 16 years old at 
the time we married and legal adoption was not necessary, he remained Ryan McCullough. So now you know! 


If my wife was agreeable to issue a wood for our 
son to commemorate his initiation and also present 
wooden tokens to others for their birthdays, | felt 
that she would not be upset for getting a wood 
herself on her birthday. 


I arranged to have Universal Signs make a quantity 
of 100 woods printed in blue on both sides on 38 
mm blanks to commemorate her 50th birthday 
These were handed to her at a surprise birthday 
party attended by a number of our coin collecting 
friends at a restaurant called Boy on a Dolphin (it has since been renamed Tommy Cooks who have issued $1 
and $5 trade notes that were written up in the November/December 2000 issue of the ONA Numismatist) 


Another wood issued by the Regitko’s was on the 
occasion of ONA member George Fraser’s 90th 
birthday. One hundred of the woods were presented 
to him at a gathering of friends and relatives which 
was attended by a number of collectors. Everyone 
attending the function received a wood. 

One hundred and fifty tokens were manufactured by 
Norm’s Hot Stamping Wooden Nickels. Fifty were 
retained by John for presentation to members of the 
Southern Ontario Chapter of CAWMC and others 


When the late ONA member Al Bliman’s daughter 
was getting married, | consulted him about a wed- 
ding gift. He suggested that she (and her husband- 
Pe Fae Toe : to-be, Sheldon) would no doubt appreciate a per- 

pak Bogie fc tea 1 sonal wooden token that could be handed out to 
s “SHELDON. *] everyone attending the reception 
SUNIX 1989 “Two hundred and fifty woods were manufactured 
ee ee by Deluney’s Wooden Nickel Co. in blue ink on 38 
mm blanks, of which the majority were handed out 


at the wedding reception 
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The two woods issued 
as a fund-raiser for the & 
First Annual CNVCA 
Coin Show held in 
November 1966 at the 
Central YMCA in 
Toronto, have usually 
been credited to Ricky 
Morse. However, as 
Chairman of the event, 
I was responsible for having 500 of each of two varieties struck with black ink on both sides. By selling them 
at 25¢ each postpaid, profit from the woods paid for all advertising and the cost of the trophies that were 
presented to the exhibitors at the show. The woods were manufactured by Gelven Leeper located in Texas. 
Because of Canadian Customs rulings, “MADE IN U.S.A.” appears on these woods. 


Illustrated above is the common obverse (on 
the left) and the 2 varieties of the reverse. 
The close-ups to the right show the differ- 
ence: On one of the issues of 500, the “V” 
in “CNVCA” is normal, but on the other 
issue the “V” is upside-down. Well, what do you expect from an “error” organization? 


For 20 years, I owned and operated All-Comp Sup- 
plies & Services Ltd. located near the corner of 
Yonge St. and Sheppard Avenue in North York, 
Ontario. What do you expect a collector like myself 
to do, except issue a wooden business card? 


A quantity of 250 were manufactured by Deluney’s 
Wooden Nickel Co., blue ink on both sides on 38 
mm blanks, and distributed at the Toronto Interna- 
tional Coin Fair which I also owned and operated at 
the time, as well as to some of my customers and, of 


course, the wooden nickel collecting community. 


Incidentally, the late CAWMC member Harvey Farrow was employed at All-Comp for most of the time of 
All-Comp’s existence. So was Jacquie Miller, daughter of the late coin dealer Eric Miller, who owned 
Coin-Militaria Mart in the Sheppard Centre in North York (who had a fatal heart attach early one morning 
while driving his car in front of All-Comp’s office on Yonge Street, a block south of Sheppard Avenue and ran 
into the telephone pole located on the corner of the property). 


In a future article, I will reveal other wooden nickels that I was involved with. 


[ recently attended the ‘Wood Show’ in Durham, 
Ontario. They were giving out to children, woods from 
previous years which had this year (2003) written on 
them in ink. Since I wasn’t considered a ‘kid’, I couldn’t 
get extras. 


